
Page 1 of 2 
 

 
 
 
Press Release 
November 28, 2018 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

To serve the best interest of the structural building component industry TPI is broadening its scope to 
better reflect its member companies’ interests and to begin addressing an important industry need. 

ALEXANDRIA, Va.  (November 28, 2018)   

TPI, historically known as the Truss Plate Institute, announced today that it is broadening its scope of 
sound engineering to include technology and machinery to better reflect its member’s business interests, 
their contributions to the building industry and in support of component manufactures businesses.  This 
broadening of scope for TPI is in part an outgrowth of discussions between TPI and its industry partner, 
SBCA, on how the two associations can best serve the best interest of the entire structural building 
component industry and enhance component manufacturers’ (CM) businesses.  In support of TPI’s 
broadened scope, TPI is actively pursuing an initiative to address a very immediate industry issue, the 
need for more efficient and timely communication between new manufacturing equipment and truss 
design and management software. 

TPI is looking to bring suppliers together to get a better understanding of this need and to develop the 
necessary best practices, and guidelines that will enable more efficient data exchange between 
equipment for the component manufacturing industry.  An enhanced level of software/machine interface 
will afford component manufacturers greater flexibility for investing in technology solutions which will 
benefit suppliers, component manufacturers and the industry.   It is hoped that the solutions that will 
come out of this initiative will allow for a more “plug-and-play” capability for the supplier’s customers.  
The first step for suppliers though, is to have a common understanding of the issues and to agree to a 
common approach to solve this “plug-and-play” issue.  

Join TPI member companies (MiTek, Alpine, Simpson Strong-Tie, Eagle Metal, and Cherokee Metal) along 
with other suppliers that have signed up to begin to address this industry need.  Contact TPI and sign up 
to come together and develop a project methodology, scope, timelines, and deliverables.  The goal is to 
recruit and install this team of interested parties by December 2018 so they can begin work in earnest in 
the early part of 2019.  To join in the initiative just follow this link; www.tpinst.org/initiatives ; and sign up 
by 11/30/18. 

TPI member companies are committed to this initiative and together we will bring a greater level of 
technology innovation and flexibility to the industry.   

Sign up by 11/30/18 to be a part of the solution! 

 www.tpinst.org/initiatives 

Supplier companies that have already signed up: 

Alpine, an ITW Company 
Cherokee Metal Products, Inc. 
Dietrich's 3D Cam/Cad Software 

Eagle Metal Products 
Hundegger 
Macoser Inc. 

MiTek Industries, Inc. 
Prairie Mechatronics Inc 
Simpson Strong-Tie Co., Inc. 

SL-Laser Systems 

Square 1 Design & Manufacture Inc 

Spida Machinery 

218 N. Lee Street, Ste. 312 
Alexandria, VA  22314 
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Stiles Machinery Inc. 

Triad/Merrick Machine CO 
Trussmatic 
Vekta Automation 

Virtek Vision International 

Weyerhaeuser Company 

### 

About TPI 
TPI is a trade association of suppliers collaborating to advance the structural building component industry through engineering, technology, and 
machinery.   For more information contact Michael A. Cassidy at TPI, 703-683-1010, mcassidy@tpinst.org . 


